
                                                                             
27 May 2022 

 

Fairlands Middle School 

Masons Way, Cheddar, Somerset,  BS27 3PG, Tel: (01934) 743186   Absence Line: (01934) 743908 
E-Mail: office@fairlandsmiddleschool.co.uk   Website: www.fairlandsmiddleschool.co.uk 

Headteacher: Stefan McHale 
Deputy Headteachers: Helen Heffernan and Kate Persaud 

Associate Leader and SENDCo: Matthew Vincent  

Safeguarding Children is everyone’s responsibility. 
If you are worried about any child please make an appointment to see either Helen Heffernan, Designated Safeguarding Lead or  

Felicity Grant, Sally Virgin, Designated Safeguarding Deputies 
Alternatively, you can phone NPSCC: 0808 800 5000    Somerset Direct: 0300 123 2224 

 

Fairlands Middle School 
 

Caring and Inspirational 

 
 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
As we approach the half term break, I wanted to thank you all for your continued support, as well as provide a 
few updates in preparation for the term ahead. 
 
It was a pleasure this term to see Year 5 enjoy their residential trip to Osmington Bay, as well as hear the 
excitement from the Year 6 and Year 8 pupils about their upcoming residential opportunities. It was also 
fabulous to see the Year 5 pupils in their production this week and the increased confidence shown by many 
of them on stage. I would like to thank all staff who are making these experiences possible, as well as 
yourselves for supporting your child after a few years without such opportunities.  
 
We recently welcomed (вітали) a number of Ukrainian families to Fairlands. The pupils and staff have been 
wonderfully supportive with many welcome signs and a large number learning some phrases in Ukrainian. We 
look forward to these families settling into our school and further enhancing our community.  
 
I have spoken to all the pupils in assembly recently as I am becoming increasingly concerned about their road 
safety. As many of them enjoy the warmer weather, we are seeing larger groups walking together taking up 
more pavement space. As a result, I have received reports of pupils not being as careful or attentive as they 
should be. We will continue to reiterate these messages and would appreciate your support by also reminding 
pupils of this at home. We are also seeing some pupils arrive for school far too early. I would politely remind all 
families that pupils should not be onsite until 8.45am unless by prior arrangement.  
 
I met with our School Council last week, who provided some lovely ideas and suggestions about how to 
commemorate Steve Carpenter, a member of our staff who died tragically during the Easter break. As 
suggested by them, we will be creating a small memorial area by a tree with flowers and a plaque, along with 
signed tutor group tennis balls. There will be a “wear a cap” day in Mr Carpenter’s memory on Friday 17 June, 
with all proceeds going towards this area, play equipment and children’s charities named at his funeral. 
 
As we approach the final half term of the year, I will once again be hosting a Headteacher Clinic on Thursday 
30 June from 2pm – 3pm. I would be grateful to hear what changes you have felt have worked throughout the 
year, as well as anything that we can further improve upon. Please email office@fairlandsmiddleschool.co.uk if 
you are able to join me. Should you wish to speak more privately, please use the same email and an 
appointment can be arranged for you. 
 
Enjoy the half term break, together with any Platinum Jubilee celebrations that you may be involved in.  
 
Yours sincerely  

 
Stefan McHale 
Headteacher 
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