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Dear Parent/Carer 
 
As my letter from yesterday indicated, we face another ill-timed and rapidly changing set of guidelines 
and instructions from central government. To say that I, along with other school leaders across the 
country, are both frustrated and concerned at the timing of these instructions is an understatement. 
Information continues to arrive through the media with no time to plan appropriately. 
 
Yesterday afternoon, it was announced that all children of secondary school age (Year 7 and above) 
would face a staggered start to the new school term in January. This is to allow schools to set up mass 
testing facilities “in response to a fast moving situation”. We are unsure what this will mean and the 
impact it will have upon us. 
 
The announcement does mean that we need to make different arrangements for the start of next 
term. These are as follows: 
 
• Monday 4 January remains an INSET day for staff training and school is closed to all 
 pupils. 
• Year 5 and Year 6 pupils will return to school as planned on Tuesday 5 January. 
• Year 7 and Year 8 pupils will move to remote teaching from Tuesday 5 January. 
  All pupils will be expected to attend school from Monday 11 January. 
 
I realise that this will cause some disruption to families and apologise for the issues that may be 
encountered. Year 7 and Year 8 pupils need to log on to their Edmodo tutor page at 9 am on 
Tuesday 5 January for guidance from their tutor about how work will be assigned. This tutor time 
will run until 10 am, following which work will be available for pupils as per their usual timetable. 
There will be four days of remote learning. 
 
I am desperately sorry that I cannot share any further information on how this might look at this 
time. I would thank families in advance for your patience whilst we await further information. 
Please do keep an eye on our website and Twitter feed for updates over the festive period. 
 
Have an enjoyable Christmas and 2021! 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Stefan McHale 
Headteacher 
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